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Chair’s Report - Warfield Grow and 
Share Feb 2014 

2013 was the second year of operation for Warfield Grow and Share (Wargrow). 

As a group we have learned a lot in this year about growing on an open site and have 

employed net and fleece barriers where needed to stop attacks by birds and insects. 

The weather challenges this year were completely different to 2012. The year started out 

extremely wet and cold and this meant we were very late getting crops started as light 

levels and heat did not rise until the end of May, effectively spring did not happen! We were 

very fortunate to have use of a bench in the new polytunnel and that enabled us to get 

some crops started that would have failed in the greenhouse. 

This period was followed by one of the hottest and driest summers in years. Everyone did a 

fantastic job in keeping plants watered during this time, I appreciate just how much time 

you had to spend doing this and there was then not much time left for other jobs. 

Achievements 
We have achieved the following in the last year: 

 Made about £20.00 from French bean and herb sales at village fete 

 Grew a wide variety of fruit and veg, most notably: 

o Lots of runner and French beans 

o Potatoes were much better than previous year (less eelworm) but due to dry 

conditions were on the small side. Also we probably picked some of the 

maincrops too early 

o Jerusalem artichokes 

o Rhubarb 

o Radishes (loved the heat) 

o Cucumbers and courgettes (ditto) 

o Dahlias, poppies and other wild flowers and nasturtiums 

o Crown Prince squash 

o Mooli 

o Leeks (we probably need more next year) 

o Brussels sprouts 

o Wild strawberries 

o I managed to grow some carrots  

 Poor success with the following (dry conditions mainly to blame): 

o Lettuces – the heat caused them to bolt 
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o Spinach 

o Onions and garlic - possibly needed more watering 

o Peppers – late to germinate (poor germination) and were late potted on 

o Gooseberries – something damaged the leaves 

o Asparagus – approx half of the newly planted asparagus survived the winter 

wet 

o Raspberries – needed more water but a long way for the hose 

o Strawberries 

 Created three new compost heaps 

 Bought extra hose to reach further over the plot 

 Installed a (free) seep hose around the beans 

 Erected the frame of the second (free) greenhouse 

 Planted out 40 currant and Goji berry bushes 

 Erected a fruit cage using recycled materials 

 Created a bug hotel using recycled materials as part of an RHS Go Wild event 

 Maintained an active blog on the website 

 Engaged with the JHCL steering group and regularly attend the meetings 

 Grew about 20 pumpkins for the Northern Parishes Arts Week pumpkin carving 

 Held a pumpkin growing competition 

 Had a couple of picnics 

 Spoke on BBC Radio Berkshire twice about our activities 

 Attended the Warfield Parish Seed Swap in April 

 Achieved a Thriving rating from the RHS Its Your Neighbourhood scheme (part of 

Britain in Bloom). Level 4 out of 5 for second year running 

 Claire kept a rough log of produce and calculated the equivalent shop bought would 

have been about £120.00 

 Five new members joined our group (we now have 14 full and 4 associate members) 

and one left to concentrate on the wider JHCL site 

Looking Ahead 

 The half acre plot is still rather too big for our group of 14 to manage so we may 

have to leave some areas fallow and uncultivated 

 I would like to move away from the monoculture approach (ie just one crop in a 

bed). To this end this year’s planting plans include a variety of companion herbs and 

flowers to help encourage pollination, to deter bugs and to avoid lots of bare earth 

 We may need to increase subscriptions or cut down on what we spend on as we 

have no parish grant this year. Saving seed (and being careful about planting what 

we have in tune with the weather) will help keep costs down 

 This year everyone is having nominated beds to look after and the paths either side. 

It is hoped this will help spread the workload and help people feel a sense of 
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belonging and enable them to learn skills from sowing, to planting through nurturing 

and (hopefully) eating 

Thanks 
I would like to thank the following for their help: 

 Eleanor Bateman (Secretary) and Monika Lloyd (Treasurer) 

 Craig McCaslin for sorting out the insurance 

 Mike Godfrey for all his help since we started. He will be much missed by the group, 

especially his sense of humour and neat edging! 

 Warfield Parish Council for their support and funding for the group 

 Ray Biggs for ordering sundry materials for us at a discount 

 Syngenta for making the site available for the community and all the free water and 

manure 

 David Putt for supporting the infrastructure on site 

 And of course, our members who have worked well as a team ensuring everything 

has been kept watered and weeded throughout the year 

 

Claire Wallen 

Chair Warfield Grow and Share 

17th Feb 2014 


