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Meeting on Monday 13th Oct 2014 
At 7.30pm at Brownlow Hall 

 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: Claire Wallen, Terry Wilson, Eleanor Bateman, Craig McCaslin, Fangming Ju, Monika Lloyd, Richard 

Gough, Ian Sherrington, Sue Sherrington, Barry Dickenson, Catherine Thorin,  
Apologies: Gun Pitt, Dace Rozenberga, Daan Li (Hans), Malcolm, Mike Godfrey, Colleen Healy, Adrian 

Hafagee,  
 
 

Agenda Items 
 

Minutes of last meeting 
Accepted. 

 
Actions arising from last meeting 
None. 
 

Finances 

There is approximately £245 left in the bank.  

 
Planting / Harvesting Discussion 

Terry would like to invest in more summer raspberries (3 rooted canes for £4) as well as move the remaining 

raspberries over to the fruit cage area. 
 
Donna has offered to grow sweetpeas and cosmos. 
 
Catherine would like to grow Ratte potatoes which are sweet salad potatoes. 
 
Terry has dug up some of our horseradish which is apparently very hot. Grate it and use beetroot to soften it. E 
need to dig it up and move it to the back of the compost bin area. 
 

The new potato beds marked A – H it was felt that there would need to be a team effort to prepare them and 

possibly best to dig them in the spring just prior to planting out the tubers. It was also suggested that everyone 
grows a few potatoes in their own beds. Barry suggested we need to use eelworm resistant cultivars again 

while to soil here hasn’t really yet been cultivated sufficiently to reduce their numbers. 

 
Autumn onions have started going in in bed 3 and more will go in in bed 2 where a few cabbages remain. 
 
It might be worth marking out the beds that are too big for a mower to get down the paths so that paths can be 
correctly reinstated to allow the mower access. 
 
Leave our apple tree where it is. 
 

Move Fangming’s cherry tree to the new picnic area. We need to mark out the new picnic area. 

 
Hans wants to retain bed 24 (we think) as he has planted stuff into it and retain bed 13 but to relinquish bed 14 
instead. 
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Claire has acquired some oversized panels of glass suitable to the greenhouse but it will need cutting to fit. She 
has also acquired some narrower staging for it. Craig and / or Terry to approach the friendly glaziers near the 
Longshot Lane tip that did it free of charge last time. Craig is happy to measure the panels we need. 
 
The goji berries need tying in. 
 
Catherine suggested that we start to try to grow peaches. 
 
Claire suggested that we do a compost heap rota for turning it. Monika offered to research how best to work 
compost heaps and report back to the group. 
 
Barry intends saving some bean seeds. 
 
Hans is growing spinach and radish (ready before Christmas) in his beds currently. 
 
Barry suggested that the parsnips may be ready to test for harvesting. 
 
Terry is to attempt to grow celery in trenches near to the asparagus. 
 
Catherine would like to grow Cardoons-eat the stalks which look but do not taste like celery. 
 
We have grown no turnip or mooli this year. 
 
We discussed buying seeds as a group rather than individually to try to get bulk discount and freebies although 
for some items it may not be worth it. Worth reviewing seed inventory and checking out the seed sales that 
Wyevale and others are doing. 
 
Craig asked if we can sell our produce to restaurants like the Yorkshire Rose. 
 
Craig indicated that our insurance premium may be going up this year although the exact amount was 
unknown. 
 
Claire wanted to highlight to the group that a first aid box is stored in the polytunnel. 
 
We decided to overwinter the dahlias in the ground this year as both Claire and Eleanor found storage off site 
too much. To mark with a cane and cover with layer of mulch. 
 
Monika would like to grow celeriac. This is a useful secondary catch crop that many people might use in their 
beds. 
 
We discussed cabbages and brassicas. As yet no one has claimed these. We wanted to grow some cauliflower 

and Barry will try to grow a few – possibly using the Romanesco seeds that we have already. We think we need 

far less summer cabbage and more winter cabbage as well as other brassicas – broccoli and sprouts. 

 
Events 
There is a meeting at the Parish Office on Wednesday 22nd Oct at 7.15pm to award the prizes for the sunflower 
competition. Monika and Claire agreed to attend along with anyone else that would like to go. 

 
AOB 
Barry offered to tidy away the hosepipe for winter storage in the barn once the galvanized tank had been filled 
up. 
 

Date of next meeting – TBD 


