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Meeting on Wednesday 26
th

 September 2012 
At 7pm in the Brownlow Hall 

 
 

Minutes 
 
Present: Claire Wallen, Sue Sherrington (minutes), Ian Sherrington, Terry Wilson, Monika Lloyd, Eleanor 

Bateman, Barry Dickenson, Craig McCaslin 
Apologies: Mike Godfrey, Colleen Healey 
 

Agenda Items 
 

Harvesting 
Everyone generally seemed happy with the way this is working out. If the food is there ready then people 
should just take it, before it bolts etc. It was suggested that any surplus produce could be put in the barn, and 
then anyone could help themselves. 
 

Finances 
Monika circulated a spreadsheet showing that we currently have £640, although there are several claims 
outstanding – such as £45 roughly on weedkiller. Claire said that the project had brought up the idea that we 
should pay £300 for the plot – which was a surprise. She had sent off for Tesco vouchers and now has £60 of 
vouchers to spend with Thomson & Morgan.  
 

Growing/spending plans  
We decided to buy 30 crowns of asparagus for £45. We should grow more onions than last year. Also garlic, 
but maybe not bother with shallots. We also want to buy gooseberry bushes – 10 for £13, and red, white and 
black currant bushes. These would go where the potatoes were. And next year we could grow potatoes where 
the green manure next to the raspberries currently is – later in meeting we decided to leave this area fallow as 
we have too much plot for the number of people. Also matting to suppress weeds around these. It was also 
suggested that we spend £15 on an extra 30m hose – so that would reach all of the plot. 
Barry investigated which varieties of potato were golden eelworm resistant, and has come up with International 
Kidney and Kestrel. So we will grow these again next year – together with Charlotte, King Edwards and Pink Fir 
Apple potatoes. It was suggested that we should try a comfrey bed, so that we could make our own feed from 
that. Barry suggested that next year we grow sweetcorn from dressed seeds – which stops fungal growth. We 
will plant some sweet peas for autumn. Broad beans – the same as last year. Try growing carrots in the 
greenhouse. More courgettes. Perhaps try a bush variety of tomato – like Tornado, that don’t need staking out, 
or perhaps concentrate on peppers and chillis next year – as many of the group grow their own tomatoes at 
home. Claire has brought something back from holiday in Mauritius (that I have no idea how to spell), that we 
can try growing – Chou Chou AKA Christophine or Chayote.  
 

Work on site/weeding/watering rota going forward 
Craig told us that there was a garden centre near Twyford which has hawks. These go out on training exercises 
to hunt for rabbits and so on. Would we be allowed to do something like this on our plot. We thought it would be 
a nice idea to try to make a scarecrow. The size of the plot was discussed – perhaps the plot is too large for us 
to maintain with only 9 committed members. It was discussed whether we could leave more of the plot with 
green manure, or squashes. Barry thought it was too much for us to keep on top of the weeds. We will see how 
it goes. 
We need to have another compost heap – as the current one is full and needs turning. Eleanor suggested 
putting sticks into the squash section to show where the roots are to assist with the watering. It was thought that 
we should label our bean canes, and store them in the barn over winter. The window in the greenhouse needs 
the glass putting in. There is glass round the back of the barn. Terry said that he would wire it down. 
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Updates from the Landshare project 
Syngenta no longer have a dairy herd – so now have no manure to give us, and we are not permitted to bring 
any other manure onto the site – so this is a problem. There is now a disabled toilet. They have all the materials 
to erect a polytunnel to be used as an educational resource in the winter. The gate will be changed into an entry 
system where a swipe card is used to get access. The cards will cost approximately £25 each. 
 
 

Any Other Business 
We discussed having a Christmas meal. 
We got a thriving rating from the RHS Its Your Neighbourhood judges 
Bracknell Standard are going to do a piece about our group and are visiting the site on 3

rd
 October 

Claire calculated that she had had equivalent of about £110.00 of produce from the site 
 
 

Date of next meeting  -  a Monday in November when the hall is available. 
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